JUNE 

24-26 

Videotex °85 sponsored by Online 
Conferences Inc. Conference and 
exhibition featuring videotex manu- 
facturers and business and consum- 
er applications. To be held a1 the 
New York Hilton in New York 
City. For more informanon contact 
Online Conferences, 989 Ave. of 
the Americas. New York. NY 
10018, (212) 279-8898. 


JULY 

15-18 

The National Cumputer Confer- 
enee sponsored by AFIPS, Associa- 
lion for Computing Machinery, 
Data Processing Management 
Assoc.. IEEE Computer Society, 
and Society for Cnamputer Simula- 
tion. To be held at McCormick 
Place in Chicago, Ul. The theme for 
the conference is **Technology's 
Expanding Horizons. ** For registra- 
tion and information call (800) 
NCC-1985 


AUGUST 

19-20 

Future Computing’s Graphies 
Forum and Seminar. To be held at 
the Hyatt Regency Embarcadero in 
San Francisco. Overview and fore- 
cast of personal computer graphics 
marketplace. Contact: Future Com- 
puting. Inc., 8111 LBJ Frwy.. Dal- 
las, TX 75251, (214) 437-2400. 


SEPTEMBER 

18-20 

UNIX EXPO, To be held at the 
New York Hilton and Sheraton 
Centre Hotels in New York City. A 
UNIX operating sysiem exposition 
for manufacturers, OEMs, VARs. 
ISOs, and end-users. Sponsored by 
National Expositions Co., Inc., 14 
W. 40th St., New York, NY 10018, 
(212) 391-9111. 


OCTOBER 
15-18 
COMDEX/Europe. To be held at 





Radio Active Computing 


BY JAMES LANGDELL 


LOS ANGELES—Somewhere 
between Easy Listening and FM- 
Rock, there is a new alternative 
for radio listeners here. You 
might not expect PCs to have 
much to do with such a low-tech 
medium as the radio, but a tasty 
computer-radio combo has been 
cooked up in Southem California 
at the kitchens of ‘The Famous 
Computer Cafe."" 

‘*The whole idea of our 
shows is to expose the human 
side of personal computers,"’ 
said Mike Walker, who hosts 
‘*The Famous Computer Cafe” 
along with Ellen Lubin and An- 
drew Velcoff. The show’s em- 
phasis is ‘‘not so much on tech- 
nical bits-and-bytes information 
as on the unusual and extraordi- 
nary ways people utilize this 
technology to do what they do. 
Rather than asking retailers 
questions, our listeners can go 
Fight to the source."’ 

Industry figures such as 
IBM's Don Estridge, Micro- 
soft's Bill Gates, and Atari's 
Jack Tramiel have been inter- 
viewed on the show. **The 
Computer Cafe’’ has also been 
visited by computer users who 
are celebrities in other fields. 
Past guests have included 
Herbie Hancock, Edwin Moses, 
Timothy Leary, Jack Anderson, 
Frank Herbert, Ray Bradbury. 
and Donny Osmond. Over 300 
half-hour interviews have been 
broadcast on the daily show, 
which is heard on station KFOX 


E 


| Morrow’s Little Maroon Maxims 





(93.5 FM) at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
in Los Angeles. 


Chip Chat 

These interviews are con- 
ducted in a fictional restaurant, 
The Famous Computer Cafe. 





Serving up digital delicactes, from the top. Andrew 


Veicoff, Ellen Lubin, and Mike Walker, 


To make technical subjects 
sound less intimidating, Walker 
explained, ‘We talk about 
computers the way people talk 
about them over food."’ To cre- 





ate a culinary ambiance, the 
producers occasionally use 
sound effects to make it seem 
like a waiter comes by to pour 
ice water and serve dishes, but 
the interviews are often held in 
restaurants. The relaxed attitude 
is appealing. ‘'Listeners call up 
and want directions on how to 
drive to The Computer Cafe for 
dinner,”’ he says. 
‘“*The Famous 
\ Computer Cafe*’ 
also hosts a live 
call-in show in Los 
Angeles on KIVE 
(870 AM) at 3:30 
p.m. Callers can 
pose technical ques- 
tions to Dr. Disk, a 
fictional expert with 
a gentle bedside 
manner. **Whenev- 
er he gets too tech- 
nical, there's a 
Techno-Alert,’’ 
Walker said. ‘‘A 
horn beeps, warn- 
' ing Dr. Disk to back 
off a little and ex- 
plain what a mega- 
byte is.” 


Table Talk 

The Gamemaster 
is another personal- 
ity that dines at The 
Computer Cafe. 
**He’s more in- 
tense—totally into 
computer games,”’ 
explained Walker. 
“*Listening to him talk is like 
hearing about a foreign land.** 

To keep the show light and 
lively "'The Cafe’s’’ hosts give 
away prizes of software and 
hardware and break up the talk 
with interludes of popular mu- 
sic. **No heavy rock,"’ said 
Walker. ‘*The music’s designed 





the RAI Congress and Exhibition 
Centre, Amsterdam, the Nether- 
lands. Will feature hardware, soft- 
ware, peripherals, and other related 
items. Presented by The Interface 
Group, 300 First Ave., Needham, 
MA 02194, (617) 449-6600. 


for a Yuppie crowd. Some lis- 
teners call up just to ask, ‘What 
was that song you just played?”’ 

The newest branch of **The 
Famous Computer Cafe”’ is 
heard nationally on the National 
Public Radio network. It's a 
weekly magazine-style pro- 
gram, mixing interviews, prod- 
uct reviews, and feature stories 
in each half-hour. To find out if 
you're within earshot of *'The 
Famous Computer Cafe,”’ con- 
tact SOFTV, Inc. 1322 Second 
St. #24, Santa Monica, CA 
90401 , (213) 394-7242. a 


Now that the Peoples Republic of China has tuned away from the 
| Cultural Revolution and bought into capitalism, it might be seeking 
a replacement for Quototions from Choirman Mao—a guide-to-life 
once as ubiquitous in China as Gideons Bibles are here. If so, the 
new regime should check out a capitalist version of a *'Little Red | 
Book,’’ Quototions from Chairmon Morrow, written by George 
Morrow, the eponymous head of Morrow Computers. His give- 
away tome was the talk of the Fall COMDEX, and we at PC Maga- 
zine think it’s still good reading now. 

Here are some sample bits of Morrow's micro wisdom: 

® ‘‘Not everybody needs a computer. If a dealer sells one of my 
computers to the wrong person, my reputation and the dealer's are 
on the line. Only two groups benefit—the phone company and Unit- 
ed Parcel Service."” 
® ‘The user world would be better served if it could run software 
without hardware."’ —Jomes Langdell 






















18-20 

Computers in Education. To be 
held at the Sheraton Centre Hotel in 
New York City. Trade show devol- 
ed to education applications, hard- 


ware, and software. Contact: Con- 
ference Management. 17 Washing- 
ton St., Norwalk, CT 06856-4990, 
(203) 852-0500. 
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